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SCOTT, hugh lenox (1853-1934), a re-
tired chief of staff of the United States army.
He was born at Danville, Ky. For several
years after his graduation from West Point
he led expeditions against the Indians. He
served successively as adjutant-general of
Cuba; governor of the Sulu Archipelago
(Philippines), from which islands he abol-
ished slavery; and with the rank of colonel,
superintendent and commandant at West
Point. In 1913, as brigadier-general, he was
placed in command of a brigade of cavalry
stationed along the Mexican border. Scott
showed great ability in settling difficulties by
diplomatic efforts, as was evident in the
skill with which he pacified a lawless band
of Piute Indians in Utah and in dealing with
the Villa faction in Mexico. In 1915 he was
advanced to the grade of major-general, and
from November, 1914, to September, 1917,
was chief of staff. After serving on the
United States Commission to Russia, headed
by Elihu Root, he was appointed commander
of the 78th Division at Camp Dix, N. Y,, re-
ceiving command in March, 1918.
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SCOTT, robert falcon (1868-1912), a
celebrated English naval officer and Antarc-
tic explorer, who shares with Amundsen the
honor of having reached the South Pole. He
was born at Outlands, Devonport, and was
educated at Stubbington House, Fareham.
In 1882 he entered the navy and rose in eight
years to the rank of commander. In 1901 he
led an expedition to the south polar regions,
where he remained until 1904. On his return
to England he was promoted to the rank of
captain in recognition of his achievement.
In 1909 he was appointed to command the
British Antarctic Ex-
pedition, whose ab-
ject was to make ex-
tensive investigations
ia the polar regions
and also to locate the
South Pole. Scott
and four companions
reached the Pole on /f
January 18, 1912,
but on his return trip
lost their lives from robert F, SCOTT
exposure in a terrific blizzard. The fate of
Captain Scott and his companions as re-
corded in their diaries, will always remain
one of the most glorious and most tragic in
the history of exploration and discovery. See
south polar exploration
  
Grave, at
Dry burgh Abbey
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COTT, walter, Sir
(1771-1832), a Scotch
poet and novelist to whom
is credited the creation of
the historical novel. He
was born in Edinburgh,
entered the high school
there in 1779, and in Oc-
tober, 1783, was matric-
ulated at the University
of Edinburgh. However,
neither at school nor at
college did he manifest
special ability. At the
age of sixteen he began
in his father's law office a term as appren-
tice, and in 1792 became a member of the
Scottish bar. In 1797 he married Charlotte
M. Charpentier, the daughter of a French
refugee. Two years later ho was appointed
sheriff of Selkirkshire, and in 1806 became a
principal clerk of the Court of Session,
Scott, the Poet. Scott's first ventures in
literature were a translation of Burger's
Lenore, and The Wild Huntsman, which lie
published in 1796. Then followed the bal-
lads of Glenfinlas, The Eve of Saint John
and the Grey Brother; a translation of
Goethe's Gotz von Berlichingen; the three
volumes of the Minstrelsy of the Scottish
Border, and an edition of the old metrical
romance of Sir Tristram. In 1805 he became
prominent as an original poet, with the pub-
lication of the Lai/ of the Last Miwtrel, an
extended specimen of the ballad style, which
became widely popular. In 1808 he pub-
lished Marmion, another poetic romance,
which greatly increased his reputation. In
1810 the Lady of the Lake appeared, in which
his poetical genius seems to have reached its
height. His subsequent poetical productions,
The Vision of Don Roderick, Rokeby, The
Bridal of Triermain and The Lord of the
Islesy were not so widely acclaimed.
Scott, the Historical Chronicler. Upon
the decline of his popularity as a poet, and
realization that Bryon was surpassing him in
his own field, Scott turned his attention to
the prose romance, for which the greater part
of his early life had been a preparation* The
appearance of Waverley in 1814, forms an
epoch in modern literature as well as in the
life of Scott. This romance was rapidly fol-
lowed by the series known as The Wmerley
Novels, which comprises such masterpieces
of historical fiction as Ivwhos, Guy

